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in body Blticher was clear and bright in mind; that
he had declared with great emphasis that "no
matter what his condition he would rather have
himself tied on his horse than resign the command
of the* army," and that "a thirst for bloody
vengeance had taken possession of his will and of
his intelligence." Blucher's order of the day to his
troops concluded with the stirring words: "I
shall once more lead you against the enemy; we
shall defeat him for we must! '' Whether he himself
survived or perished in the operation was in-
different to him. When on-the morning of the
fateful 18th of June, Bietzke the physician pro-
posed to rub ointment on the bruises he had in-
curred in his fall, he refused, saying that it was
indifferent to him whether he went balsamirt or
nicht balsamirt, anointed or unanointed, into
eternity. "But if things go well to-day," he
concluded, "we shall soon all be washing and
bathing in Paris!"

The march from Wavre to Waterloo would have
been no remarkable achievement under ordinary
circumstances; and Blticher, when he gave his
promise to be present with his whole army, had
not the slightest doubt of being able to be on hand
at the beginning of the battle. But the circum-
stances were not ordinary, for everything conspired
to make the march as toilsome as possible; and
nature lent Napoleon every aid in this his greatest
and last struggle.

The previous day had been hot but at night the